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Composted Algae as an Alternative Substrate for Horticultural Crop Production: Chemical and Physical Properties
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DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION

Bulk demsity is how much the substrate weighs per unit volurme. Bulk density is an important economic consideration for growers s shipping
cost should be atibuted more o their product (.e. lants) than substrae. CA's bk density (0.89 g-cr ) generally exceeds the upper range of
what is considered normaliacceptable (0.70 grcm). < Information that has been leamed since the subission of this poster's abstract that s
relevant to evaluating CA as an atemative substrate ncludes hycraulic conductiviy (.e. infiration) and piant quality. For the studies conducisd
on floral (Figs. 3 and 4) and woody (FIg. 5) crops, water nfilration rats was grester than 20-times faster in @ commercial pest.based substrats
(PB) thanin GA, .. 17 5 va. 410 s, rewpectively, fo study shown in Fig. 4. (120 tl appiied 1o surface, 4-inch containers). Plarts rown in GA
Va. PB were either superiorin qualty (FIg. 4) or equal in qualty (FIgs. 3 and 5). £ Current studies are focused on engineering  CA-based
substrae to improve physical characteristis (6. blending weh of ek wid vermiculte). 22 FIGURES 3 (petursa), 4 (marigold), and §

(Japanese privet; re





